
 Nearly 60 years ago in the make-believe world of comic books, Peter Parker was bitten 

by a radioactive spider. He gained incredible powers and thought he could turn this to his own 

advantage. He entered a competition and won a prize. When he went to collect his prize money, 

someone asked him for help to stop a robber. He chose not to get involved. Later that evening, 

the man he refused to stop killed his Uncle Ben and the grieving Peter Parker learned the tragic 

lesson, with great power comes great responsibility. From that point forward, Peter chose to 

use his powers for the good of others as Spider-man. He was often misunderstood, frequently 

criticized, and often in life threatening situations as he sought to fight evil and stand up for the 

common good of others.  

 Almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus tried to help Simon Peter and the other apostles understand 

their awesome responsibility. “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still 

more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.” The apostles will be given something 

much more powerful than a radioactive spider bite. They will be given the authority to teach, to 

govern, and to sanctify. Jesus was often misunderstood, frequently criticized, and often in life 

threatening situations as he fought evil and stood up for the common good of others. It comes as 

no surprise that the life of the apostles and of early Christians were often burdened with the same 

difficulties.  

 Each apostle, each bishop and priest is called to be a trustworthy steward, a servant 

leader, not for his own benefit but for the spiritual good of the faithful. On the 12th of July, we 

learned that Bishop Chad who has taken care of 11,000 souls in the Diocese of Fairbanks, will be 

entrusted with 5 times as many souls in the Diocese of New Ulm. He is girting his loins, he is 

preparing for his future responsibilities while trying to be ever vigilant with his current 

responsibilities to the flock in the Diocese of Fairbanks. One joyful trip will be to consecrate a 

new church, Catherine of Sienna, in the village of Chefornak. Please keep Bishop Chad in prayer 

as we vigilantly pray to the Holy Spirit to send us a new shepherd. 

 “If the master of the house had known the hour when the thief was coming, he would not 

have let his house be broken into” (Lk 12:39). When the flock is without a shepherd, wolves 

circle the flock looking for an opportunity to strike. The devil is like a thief in the night, a wolf in 

sheep’s clothing. He will try to divide us. He will try to deceive us. He will try to discourage us. 

He will try to destroy us. “Do not fear: I am with you; do not be anxious: I am your God. I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand” (Isa 41:10). 

And so, we are called to be ever vigilant. In Fairbanks, the priests will set aside time each 

Wednesday from 11 AM to Noon, to pray for unity, to support one another, to work for the 

common good, to build up the Body of Christ.  And following an hour of adoration before the 

Blessed Sacrament, we will concelebrate a Mass for the spiritual needs of the diocese. For those 

in the local area, please join us. For those who live farther away, please join us in spirit praying 

in your own community, gathering in your own church, building up the Body of Christ where 

you live. “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 

them” (Mt 18:20). 

 When Bishop Chad departs, the priests of the Diocese serving as consultors will put 

forward a name to guide our diocese until a new bishop is selected by our Holy Father. The 

Papal Nuncio who has a love for Alaska and a particular concern for our Diocese will either 

accept the administrator that is chosen locally or help in the appointment of an apostolic 

administrator. The pastoral care of souls will continue. The work of the church goes on. The 

mission of teaching, governing, and sanctifying is necessary for our day-to-day growth in the 

faith.  



 The Papal Nuncio will help in the search for a new bishop. During Bishop Chad’s service 

in the diocese, we restructured in such away as to allow for the Nuncio to be more directly 

involved in the selection of a new bishop and the expediting of that process. We know not the 

hour nor the day when a new bishop will be selected. Until then, we remain vigilant, prayerful, 

hopeful, joyful. “Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. Our soul waits for the 

LORD, who is our help and our shield. May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us who have put 

our hope in you” (Ps 33 12b, 20-22). 

 With great power comes great responsibility. From this point forward, let us 

consciously pray for one another, using the gifts of the Holy Spirit entrusted to us for the 

common good of others.  Let us not be to surprised if we our misunderstood, frequently 

criticized, and threatened as we seek to fight evil and stand up for others.  

 


